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The Lexile Framework

F O R R E AD N G

Educational .
Level Literature Titles Benchmarks Tests/Textbooks
1700L DISCOURSE ON THE METHOD AND MEDITATIONS ON FIRST PHILOSOPHY y
I 1490 Concerning Civil Government Torsuch a class of things perains corporeal nature in general, and fis extension, the figure of extended things, thelr quantity or magnitude and 1470 nagement; Dover Publications
oy 1480 Critique of Judgment number, a5 also the place in which they are, the time which measures their duration, and so on. That is possibly why our reasoning is not unj 1430 1 2565, COMMERLS, quest
o 1440 On Abraham Lincoln when we conchude from this that Physics, Astronomy, Medicine and afl other sciences uhu:n have as their end the consideration of compasite thi 1;;1 7 I
# 1640 On the Law Which Has Regulated the are very dubious and uncertatn; but that Arithmetic, Geometry and ather sciences of that kind schich only rrear of things thar are very simple and 1610 The Condition of Postmadernity, Blackwell Publishers
= Introduction of New Species very general, without taking great trouble 1 ascenain whether they are actually existent or not, contain some measure of cerainty and an element
:ﬂ of the indubitable. (Rene Descartes, author)
« L1600L FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE METAPHYSICS OF MORALS
Bl 1570 Acropagiica In fact, it 15 ahsolutely impossible o make out by experience with complete cenainy 2 -.mg\r case in wlnrh the maxim of an action, however right 1550 Culwre/Power/Histury: A Reader in Contemporary
B 1550 God, Idea of the Ancients in itself; rested simphy on moral grounds and on the canception of du ; Theory, Princeton Unly
El 1540 Hisl‘-’f}' L?FM:UIU'JIX‘E nothing beside the moral principle of duty which coukd have been powerful eno MOVE Us tl) this or th 1[ 5 1530 .r‘ Injuries ”[ the Head; Proje C'-1t|‘t'l'g
2) 1530 Plutarch's Lives yet we cannot from this infer with certainty that it was not really some secret impalse of sélf-love, under the false appearance of duty, that was the 1510 OnHu re; He ”““‘_' iversity Press
Bl 1520 AModest Proposal actual derermining cause of the will. (mmanuel Kant, author) 1500 On Libe H ublishin
P 1500 The Decameron 1500 The \hhng of Memory: imm Molecules to Mind; Doubleday
o j1500L ON ANCIENT MEDICINE
1480 Exthen i 1450 Philesophical Fasays, Hacke Publishing
1470 Unibitaranism Anid as 1o him who had been accustomed to dinner, sinee, s soon as !I'!c body required food, and when the former meal was consumed, and he 1440 Graduate Managerment Admision Test GHAT
1450 The Prince wanted refreshment, no new supplvw&].s furnished to i, he wastes and is consumed from want of food. For all the symptoms whic 1430 Cortifid Public Accountans Examination CPA
1440 The Legend of Sleepy Hollow befalling to this man § refer to want of food. And | also say that all men who, when in astate of health, remain for two or [hru‘_dm 1430 Crimiral Justice Tocay: Prentice Hal
1420 Master Humphrey's Clack expertence the same unpleasant symptoms as those which | described in the case of him who had omited o take dinner, (Hippocrates, author) 1410 Science and Education: The Citadel Pross
1410 Aristotle’s Physics 1400 Test of Erglish as a Forefgn Languoge TOEFL
| © 1400L THE SCARLET LETTER
1 1390 Moll Flanders But the point which drew all eyes, and, as it were, transfigured the wearer—so that both men and women who had been familiasly acquatnted with 1390 Graduare Record Examination GRE
« 1350 Walden, or, Life in the Woods Hester Prynne were now impressed as if they beheld her for the first tme—was that SCARLET I.EITB!, sn !zmaliu.?allv l:m'nrmdcrc_i and illuminated 1380 College Board Achievement Test in English CHAT
z 1330 The Hliad upon her bosom. 1t had the effect of a spell, waking her out of the ordinary rel sedl : 1380 Law School Admission T LIAT
= 1330 S5las Marner hath good skill at her needle, thar's certain,” remarked one of her female spe 1330 Scholastic Aptitude Test ur
X 1320 Hobinson Crusoe a way of showing it? Why, gossips, what is it but to laugh in the fces of nu"g\y_l\ 'rag;slralcx and make 2 prldc out of what th". worthy gentemen, 1330 Medical Coligge Admission Test MCAT
E M 1310 Up from Stavery meant for a punishment?” (Nathantel Hauthorne, author) 1320 Paychology: An Infraduction; Prentice Hall
§ g BROWN v. BOARD OF EDUCATION: 1954 : i
5 il 1280 Adam Bede Under that doctrine, equality of treatmerit is accorded when the mces are provided substantially equal facilities, even though these facilities be 1290 Understanding Saciology, Ciencoe McGrawHill
a 1280 Fom the Snow Image separate, In the Delaware case, the Supreme Count of Delaware adhered to that doctrine, but ordered that the plaintiffs be admitted 1o the white 1290 Speech Science Primer s & Wilking
o 1270 ‘The Adventures of Robin Hood schools because of their superiority to the Negro schools. The plaintffs contend that segregued public schools are not “equal” and cannot be made 1240 Business; Prentice Hall ) E
1200 ‘Tae Trumpeter of Krakow “equal,” and that hence they are deprived of the equal protection of the laws: Because of the obvious importance of the question presented, the 1230 Armed Services Vocational Aptinude Battery AR
1200 Creat Expectations Conurt ook furisdictinn, Argument was heard in the 1952 Term, and reargument was heard this Term on cenaln questions propounded by the Coun, 1220 Scholastic Reading veniory Sievel K

1200 Civil Disobedience

(347 US 483, 08 [ od 873, 74 § Q1 6G8G) 1210 \memuu f‘r.u"ope Tucmw .F‘mgmrrl ACT
WAR AND PEACE & T

j w s i e |

' 2 : }gg ﬁ%ﬂ:ﬁ;?{]ﬁ?\mﬁ]Mk Fatm Plerre had been educated abroad, and this e v at Anna Baviovna's was the first e had attended in Russia. He knew that all the intellectual } :gg Ll;j,'r;;‘;l a Free Nation; G h‘ A Ml{"aw Hil NAEP-Grade 12

L B 1180 Sense ind Sensibility lights of Petersburg were gathered there and, like 2 chitd in a toyshop, did not know which way to look, afmid of missing any clever conversition 1150 Scholasnic Reading Impeniory RHevel |
- 1170 The Age of Iikioshes that was 1o be heard. Seeing the selfconfident and refined expression an the faces of those present he was always expecting (o hear something 1130 America: Pathways to Present; Prentice Hall i

| .?_ 1130 ATale of Two Citles very profound. At last he came up to Mordo, Here the conversation seemed interesting and be stood waiting for an opportunity to express his own 1110 Scholastic Reading Inveriory WlLevel |
& 1120 Jgnes Grey views, 2 young people are fond of doing. (Lee Tolstoy, autbar)

1070 Atigane 1090 Scholastic Reading Inventory SRHevel H

T crav of el 1 suspecting thit she was hesself becoming an object of some 3 " i p =i
}8;8 E‘:Ff?[:g":)r?::gnps[;?zju| Interest in the eves s 67 his Frlc"rl Mr jzrn 4:! tty; he had looked at her without admiration at the ball; and }ggg ?‘" [?{.(’é"}?giim’;_ﬁ“_rm_a'l !J:{""f"’lrf”;‘;’r TME:'}':':;
1020 #ne ;g\'{:'-l'l%l i when they next met, he looked at her only (0 criticise. But na sooner harl he made it clear 1o himself and his friencs that she had hardly 2 good est of Aduli Basic Eaucation, General Form %

010 Ny Antonia feature in her face, than he began to find it was rendered uncommonly mlLlII,q‘_m by the heautiful expression of her dark eyes 1010 Scholastic Reading fnvendory RiLevel G
; ~ n?_ Wimnd o v . (fane Auston a-r' il
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940 Moceasin Trail
950 Secret Garden
940 Rosa Parks: My Story

930 The Grey King

920 Bonanza Girl

210 The Phantom of the Opera

870 James and the Glant Peach
B&0 Julie of the Wolves

850 Titanic: The Long Night
830 Callt Courage

830 Frindle

B10 My Side of the Mountain

780 And Now Miguel
760 Gone-Away Like
750 Pacific Crossing
740 Song of the Swallows

720 On the Banks of Plum Creek
700 My Mame Is Brian

700L -
470 The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses
670 Amigo
&80 Encyclopedia Brown Sets the Pace
620 M.C. Higgins, the Greal
420 The Piza Mystery
610 Beat the Story-Drum, Pum-Pum

570 Cunous George Takes a Job
550 Cousins

540 The Adventures of Sparrawboy
520 The Stores Jullan Tells

520 John Henry: An American Legend
510 The Day limmy's Boa Ate the Wash

S S

490 Harold and the Purple Crayan
440 All Tutus Should Be Pink
4320 Michael Bird-Boy

420 Angel Child, Dragon Child
410 Sam the Minuteman

400 Anhur's New Puppy

370 The Drinking Gaourd

370 AMy Name [s Alice

370 Owlat Home

360 The Best Way 1o Play

330 Cifford, the Small Ked Puppy
320 Mas Nebson Is Back

| _300L] .
290 Sarah's Unicom
270 Buseball Ballerina
270 Inthe Forest
240 Aithe Crossroads
230 The Boy Whe Cried Wolf
220 Pliy Ball Amelia Bedelia

About The Lexile Framework® The Lexile Framework is 4 tool which helps teachers, parents and students locate challenging textbooks, literature
(like newspapers, pericdicals and printed instructions). The Framewark also allows determination of reader ability so that texts and reader may be appropriately matched Text difficulty and reader ability

plav.” (Anna Sewell awbor)
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BLACK BEAUTY

(e day, when there was 3 good deal of kicking, my mother whinnied to me o come to her, and then she <aid: “F wish yort th sy attention w0 what
| am gaing to say 10 you, The colts who live here are very good colis, but they are cart-horse colts, and of course they have not leamed manners
You have been well-bred and well-bom; your father has a great name ir: these pares, and vour grandfather won the cup two years ar the Newmarket
races, your grandmather had the sweetest temper of any harse 1 ever knew, and | think you have never seen me kick or bite, | hope you will grow
up genthe and good, and never learn bad ways; do your work with & good will, it vour feet up well when you trot, and never bite or kick even in

TOM SWIFT IN THE LAND OF WONDERS

Just what Tom's thoughts were, Ned, of course, could not guess, But by the lush that showed under the tn of his chum's cheeks the young financial
secretary felt pretty certain that Tom was a bit apprehensive of the outcome of Professor Beecher's call on Mary Nestor, “So he is going to see her

ahout 'something important, Ned?" “That's what some members of his party called it.” "And they're waitlng here for him to join them?" “Yes, And

It means waiting 2 week for ancther steamer. It must be something pretty important, don't you think, 1o cause Beecher to risk that delay in starting
afer the idol of gold?" “Imporant? Yes, | suppose so," assented Tom. ( Victor Appleton, authar)

THE ADVENTURES OF PINOCCHIO

reat soull” said Finocchin, fondly embracing his friend. Five manths passed and the hoys continued playing and enjoying themselves fram mom
1l night, without ever seeing a book, or 1 desk, or 2 schoal, But, my children, there came a morning when Finocchio swoke and found a great
Surprise awaiting him, 2 surprise which made him feel very unhappy, as you shall see. Bveryone, at one time or another, has found some surpise
awaiting him, OF the kind :'pdch Pinocchin had on that eventful moming of his life, there are but few, What was i I will tell you, my dear litde
readers, On awakening, Pinocchio put his hand up to his head and there he found—Guess! He found that, during the night, his ears had grown at
least ten full inches! (Cario G’.\f.fw}i author)

BUNNICULA: A RABBIT TALE OF MYSTERY

“OF course he hites vegetables. All rabbits bite vegetables *“He bites them, Harold, but he does not eat them. That tomato sas a1 white, What does
that mean?" “Jt means that he paints vegetables?” 1 ventured, “It means he bites vegetables 1o make 3 hoke in them, and then he sucks oyt all the
Jubces.” “But what about all the lettuce and carrots that Toby has been feeding him tn his cage?” “Ah ha. What indeed!” Chester said. Lok at thist”
Whereupon, he stuck his paw under the chair cushion and brought out with 3 flourish an assonment of strange white objects. Some of them lnoked
like unironed handkerchiefs, and the others well, the athers didn't laok ke anything I'd ever seen before. (Deborab and fames Houw, authors)
Copyyright © 1979 by fames Howe. Reprinted by permission of Simon & Schuster Children's Publishing Diviston. Al rights reserved
% A BABY SISTER FOR FRANCES i
“Did you forget that 1 like raisins?” “No, Ldid not forger,” said Mother, “but yoa finished up the raisias vesrerday and [ have not been out shur?)lr',g
yet." “Well, " said Frances, “things are not very goud around here anymore, No clothes o wear. No caisins for the oatmeal, | think mayhe 'l
run away.” “Finish vour breakfast,” said Mother, "It is afmast time for the school bus," “What time will dinner be tonight?” said Frances. "Half
past six,* saidd Mather. “Then | will have plenty of time to run away after dinner,” said Frances, and she kissed her mother good-bye and went
to school, After dinner that evening Frances packed her little knapsack very carefully, She put in her tiny spectal blanket and her alligator dall
(Russell Hoban, author) Copright © 1964 fy Russell Hoban, Reminted by permission of HarperColling Publishers, fnc, All Fights reseryed
o i THE MAGIC SCHOOL BUS INSIDE THE EARTH
But sucdeny, the bus began to spin ke a top. That sert of thing docsn't happen o most chiss trips When the spinning finally anppe, some things had! changed
‘Wee all hadt an new cloches, The: bus had tumed into a stearn shovel. And there weere shovels and picks for every kid in the class, “Sian digging!” yelled Ms Frizik,
And we: began making a huge hole right in the middle of the fickd, Before long CLUNK! we hit ek The: Friz handed cut fsckammers, We beggan to break thrugh
the hard mok. “Hey, these focks bave siripes,"said 2 kid. Ms. Frazle explained thal each stripe was a different kind of rock, We chipped off pieves of the rocks
fior our ciass ook collection. "These micks are called sedimentary mcks, s, said M. Frize, (fianmag Cole, aigbor) THE MAGIC SCHOCE RIS sa rogisterad
trademark of Scholastic Inc. Cogryright © 1987 by joanna Cole. Reprinted by permission of Scholastic nc. All rights reserved.

“That button is thin, My button was thick " Toad put the thin bunan In his pocket. He was very angry. He jumped up and down and sereamer, “The
whale world is covered with buttons, and not one of them is mine!” Toad ran hame and sammed the door. There, on the floor, he saw his white,
four-holed, big, round, thick button. “Oh,” said Taad. it was here all the rime, What 4 ot of trouble 1 have made for Frog, ™ Tead took all of the
buttoas out of his pocket. He ook his sesing box down from the shelf Toad sewed the butsons all over his jacke. 'The next day Toad give his acket
ta Frog, Frog thought it was beaunful He put it on and jumped for joy. (Arnold Lobel, author) Copyright © 1970 by Arnold Lubel. Reprinted
by permission of HarperColling Publishers, inc. All rights reserved,

- CLIFFORD’S MANNERS

Clifford loves 10 go visiting, When he visits his sister in the country, he aiways calls ahead. Clifford atways arrives on time. Don't be late. Knock befire
you walk in. He knocks on the door befcire he enters, He wipes his feet first. Wipe your feet. Clifford kisses his sister. He shakes hands with her
friend. Shake hands. Wash up before you eat. Clifford's sister has dinner ready. Clfford washies his hands befire he eats, Clifford chews his food
with his mouth closed. He never talks with his mouth full. Don't ratk with your mouth full_ Help clean up, Clifford heips with the clean-up, Say good-
bye. Then he says thank you and good-bye to his sister and 1o his friend, Everyane loves Clifford's manness, (Norman Briduell, autbor) Copyright
© 1972 by Norman Bridwell Reprinted by permission of Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.

DANNY AND THE DINOSAUR
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titles and everyday world rexts

900 Scholaic Reading nvertiory el F
990 NAEP Text NAEP-Grade 8
940 World Cultures: A Global Mosaie; Prentice Hall

930 Stanford Achtevement Tex SAT S-Advamoed 2
10 Tes of Adult Basic Education TABE-M
anford Achfevement Test

870 Word 57, Glencoe MeGriw-Hill
B70 Scholastic Keading ventory

Sblevel E

B50 Stanford Achievement Tes SAT O-Intermediare 3
B20 NAEP Tex NAEP-Grade 4
810 Stanford Achievement Test SAT QIntermediate 2
B00 Scholastic Reading Inventory SkHevel D

e e ivw§§§ ?ﬁf§§&§'ﬂ&§e%
780 World Explorer: The ULS, & Canada; Prentice Hall

770 Warld Explorer; Latin America; Prentice Hall

760 World Explorer: Europe & Russta; Prentice Hall

760 Swaniford Achievemeni Test
730 Tes of Adull Bastc Education
700 Scholastic Reading lmentory

SAT Hintermediate |
TABE-E

680 Dne Nation Many Peaple, Volume One; Globe Fearon
670 Science (Grade 4); Addison-Wesley

650 Test of Adul Basic Education, Anchor Text

&30 Just Listen; Houghton Mifflin

600 Community Quilt, Scholastic Inc

SBO Stanford Ackievement Test

550 Communitics; Harcour Brace Josanovich
540 People and Places; Siver Burden Ginn
510 Team Spirit; Scholustic Inc

500 Meeting Many Feople, Harcourt Brace
500 Stanford Achicvement Test

SAT O-Primary 3

SAT B Primary 2

4B0 Scholastic Reading Inventory SRilevel B
480 Once Upan a Hippo, Scott Foresman

470 Bears Dan't Go to School; Houghton Mifflin

440 Imagine Thatl; Scholastic inc

400 Scholastic Reading Inventary Sl Level A

390 Discover Soience (Grage 2y, Scott Foresman

390 Carausets; Houghton Mifflin

350 Neighborhoods; Harcoun Brace Jovanovich

350 My World, Harcount Brace

340 Stanford Achievement Test SAT O Primary |
330 Who Pamted the Porcupine Purple?, Sitver Burde Ginn

280 Tao Blg; Houghton Mifflin

270 Test of Adult Basic Education TABEL
270 Parades; Houghton Mifflin

250 My Family, Your Family, Stiver Burdet Ginn

™

are measured in the same unit: a Lexile®, A reader’s measure is that position on the Lexile scale where the reader can expect o have 75% comprehension, Reader measures can be obtained from any test
that has been linked to The Lexile Framework (Stanford Achievement Test, 9th ed., Scholastic Reading Inventory and the Stanford Diagnastic Reading Test), When reader abiliry measures match text difficulry
measures, the reader if “targeted.” Targeted readers expedence confidence, competence and control gver text and will want to self-engage in reading. Other factors (purpose, interest, developmental
appropriatencss, prior knowledge, text quality and text support) may be as important as the Lexile text measure when choosing a book for a reader, Please note that listed titles are illustrative only. Final
determination of the agpropriateness of a title rests with the user. The Lexile Framework Map is 2 component of The Lexile Framework, developed in part by a series of grants (HD 19448-01, HD 1944802,
HD 23430, HD 25358-01 and HD 25358-02) from the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, National Institute of Health and United States Public Health Service. For more information
about The Lexile Framework, contact MetaMetrics, Inc. ar 1-888-LEXILES or www Jexile.com.

* “lexile” and "Lexile Framework” are trademarks of MetaMetrics, Inc
© 1998 MetaMetrics, Inc
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Lexile Perspectives

A. Jackson Stenner, PhD and Benjamin D. Wright, PhD

Job

In 1992, when 25,000 adults reported their jobs to
the National Adult Literacy Study, their reading ability was
also measured (Campbell et al, 1992; Kirsch, et al 1993, 1994).
It turned out that the average laborer read at 1000 Lexiles, the
average secretary at 1200, the average teacher at 1400 and
the average scientist at 1500. Figure 1 summarizes this rela-
tionship between reading ability and employment.

There appears to be a correlation between an in-
creased reading ability and improved job status that might
prove to be of motivational value. Figure 1, makes an obvious
statement that anyone wishing to be a teacher at 1400 Lexiles
who reads at only 1000, must increase their ability by 400
Lexiles to reach that goal. In short, anyone serious about teach-
ing might use the Lexile Framework® to determine where it is
necessary to improve. A potential teacher who can take 1400
Lexile books off the shelf and read them easily knows that
they can read well enough to be a teacher. But if that poten-
tial teacher finds him/herselfat 1000 Lexiles, then they can-
not avoid the fact that they are not yet ready to qualify for
teaching; not until they master reading more difficult text.

School

If we agree culturally that reading is learned in
school, then the 1992 National Adult Reading Study shows
that there is a strong relationship between the last school grade
completed and subsequent adult reading ability. Figure 2
shows that, on average, we are never more literate than the
day we left school. Therefore, the average 7th grade gradu-
ate reads at 800 Lexiles, the average high school graduate
reads at 1150 Lexiles, and college graduates can reach 1400
Lexiles. The implication is that the last grade of school suc-
cessfully completed defines one's reading ability for the rest
of one’s life; that once we leave school and we no longer
benefit from the reading challenges that school provides, we
tend to stop improving our reading abilities. The overwhelm-
ing implication of Figure 2 is that if we aspire to become a
more literate society, then we must help everyone stay in
school as long as it takes to achieve at some higher adult
reading ability level.
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Figure 1
Reading Ability Limits Employment
Scientist
1892 National Accountant
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Figure 2
Leaving School Limits Reading Ability
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Income

Using the data from the 1992 National Adult Lit-
eracy Study, it appears that reading ability is an indicator of
how much we can expect to earn. Figure 3 shows the average
incomes of readers at various Lexile reading abilities. From
1000 to 1300 Lexiles, each reading ability increase of 150 Lexiles
doubles earning expectations. If one reads at 1000 Lexiles and
wishes to double their potential, then they should attempt to
improve their reading ability to 1150 Lexiles. When students
can see the financial consequences of reading ability on an
easy-to-understand scale that connects reading ability and
income, then they have a persuasive reason to spend more
time improving their reading abilities. The direct relationship
of reading ability to income level illustrated in Figure 3 makes
a strong argument that higher levels of reading ability should
result in higher incomes, which might be used as a motiva-
tional tool when working with potential “drop-outs” or “stop-
outs.”

Figure 3
Reading Ability Limits Income

1992 National
Adult Literacy

Study

$100K

Income

$10K

900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500
Average Adult Reading Ability Le xile

Reading Education

Education can succeed more fully if we connect
learning to individual learner motives. If students feel en-
gaged as individual learners, then perhaps it will be possible to
engage their desires and arouse their drives. Engaged student
education will drive itself, leaving us to add support and guid-
ance. Otherwise, we will continue running a penitentiary
system that keeps some troublesome kids off the street, but
only for a while. When we know text readability, all we need
todo to determine how well a student reads is to ask them to
read a page or two aloud. If they succeed, we can give them

a more difficult page. If not, we know their reading ability is
below the readability of the text we asked them to read. No
need for debate. No need for guesswork. No need for confu-
sion or reproach. The student's status is plain to us and plain to
them. We have not tricked them with a mysterious test score.
All we have done is to help them see for themselves how able
they are to read at specified levels of achievement.

Editor’s Note: This is a reprint from last year. Itis included
again in this section to round out the Lexile Story.
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The Lexile Framework is a tool that has created a lot of
excitement among our teachers. It’s easy to use and has a
great potential for impacting instruction.

Vickie Hugger
C. B. Eller Principal
Wilkes County, N.C.
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